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Even though the World War II started on 1° of September 1939, it wasn’t until October 1940
that southeastern Europe’s country of Greece was pulled into this massive dispute. That was
the time when the size of the war was just so overwhelming that its devastating effects started
knocking on yet another country’s doors in April 1941, when the Axis powers started the
occupation of Greece. It took less than a year to occupy this country, while the Nazi Germany
needed to help Fascist Italy in this exploit as Greece gave fierce resistance and initially repelled
the Italian attack. By the end of May the bloody fighting in Crete ended mainland Greek
independence, the territory was divided into occupation zones run by the Axis powers and the
occupation of Greece was divided among Germany, Italy and Bulgaria. The Nazi Germans
proceeded to administer the most important regions of the country themselves, including:

Athens, Thessaloniki and the most strategic Aegean Islands. Other regions of the country were

given to Germany's Axis partners, Fascist Italy and Bulgaria which had long claimed territories
in Greece.

As the occupation lasted until early October 1944 Greece and its people suffered greatly, the
nation was pushed to its knees while destruction hit practically everything: industry (80%
destroyed), infrastructure (28% destroyed), forests and natural resources (25% destroyed) as
well as loss of civilian life (7.02% - 11.17% of its citizens). Greece was struck by great famine
as the war’s byproduct while heavy resistance also contributed to Axis retribution and
wholesale slaughter of civilians in reprisal. Even when liberation of the mainland came in 1944,

Greece didn't finish its downfall due to a state of extreme political polarization, which soon led
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All in all, war, atrocities, famine, political and economic crash, all had a huge impact on Greece
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to the outbreak of civil war.

and its population. It is no surprise that such an important historical event left an indelible
mark which Greeks never want to forget. It is for this reason that the commemoration of World

War II is very important to Greeks.
Commemoration

Every nation’s commemoration day has a lot to do with nationalism and liberation from a
foreign invader, Greece is no exception. Greeks go even a step further and celebrate not only
their independence day but also the day when they said “No” to occupation. In South-East
Europe military memorials and tombs of the Unknown Soldier were the most visible
materialization of efforts to memorialize and interpret the war. All Balkan countries interpreted
the war as part of century-long ethnic projects of liberation and national unification. Honoring
the dead, however, was marked by financial limitations, logistical difficulties and political
conflicts. Balkan political elites interpreted the casualties within a nationalist framework,
presenting the dead as “national martyrs” who had fallen while achieving the final stage of
“national unification.” Furthermore, commemorations were seen as a tool for shaping the
perception of the war and reinforcing national identity and unity.®

Apart from the aforementioned, a vast impact was made in literature, poetry included also
transferring to cinematography and other nationalistic ways which increase morale and
awareness in general regarding the World War II. The interesting fact is that this period of
Greek modern history doesn’t hold as important role as it could in its education system.

The Greeks commemorate Ohi Day (the Anniversary of the ‘No’) on October 28"™. This “No”
refers to the Greek political resistance to the Italians that led to Greece’s involvement in World
War II. On October 28™, 1940, the Italian ambassador in Athens delivered an ultimatum from
Mussolini to the Greek government: either Greece would guarantee Axis troops free passage
and allow occupation of strategic locations, or it would face war. When General Metaxas
refused, Italian troops invaded Greece from Albania. From as early as 1942, Greeks all over
the world started commemorating Ohi Day.[”? Winston Churchill believed that Greeks were

inspired by their own heroic past, to wage a fierce fight against all odds. He paid homage to
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the Greek resistance by claiming, “...until now we would say that the Greeks fight like heroes.

SNOILVYINIO

From now on we will say that heroes fight like Greeks.” Every October 28th, Greeks at home
and abroad honor the past by celebrating “"Oxi” Day.

Although October 28th, 1940 actually marked the beginning of Greece’s involvement in World
War II, the Greeks see Ohi Day as a celebration of victory over fascism. Ohi Day is recognized
in the constitution as an official public holiday. It is a combined commemoration, celebration
and tribute to the armed forces. The Greeks fly the national flag and there is a military parade.
They pay their respects to the victims of the war: military casualties, victims of persecution,
civilians and victims in other countries. The head of state lays a wreath in their honor. The
national commemoration in Athens is organized by various state institutions in cooperation
with survivors’ organizations and relatives of victims. All schools students participate in the
parade. "]

Memorial overview in Greece

Main Public Holidays in Greece are: 25" of March (1821) Independence Day (a day off) and
28" of October (1940) Ohi Day (a day off). Other Commemoration Day is 27™ of January
(1945), a Holocaust Memorial Day, anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz (a working day).
7]
Greece remembers plenty from the World War II and the trio invasion and here are some of
the most significant events:

+ Battle of Crete - May 20-June 1, 1941 which changed the course of the war (making

Germans reroute their troops from Russian front)

+ Ohi day - 28" of October (1940)

«  Numerous massacres - made throughout the war and throughout Greece
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Massacre of 2 June Crete 60 German
Kondomari 1941 paratroopers
2 June
Allklan_os 1941 and 1 Western Crete 180+ German
executions August paratroopers
1941
Razing of 3 June German Army
Kandanos 1941 Western Crete 180 troops
28-29 .
Doxato September | Doxato 200+ Bulgarian Royal
massacre Army
1941
. 16-17 .
ch;?szrl':(eon February Domenikon 150 Kfr:;an Royal
1943 Y
The local
Feneos March unknow fmugzgf)il:'\eerg
. 1943-June Feneos mainly OPLA
executions n as a
1944 .
concentrati
on camp.
Holocaust of 14-16 June | Viannos and Ierapet German Army
. . 500+
Viannos 1943 raregions troops
Massacre of 21 Kefalonia, Greece 5,000 German Army Dramatized
the Acqui September in the
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film Captai
Division 1943 troops n Corelli's
Mandolin.
Kommeno 16 August Kommeno 317 German Army
massacre 1943 troops
19-29 Cham Albanian
Paramythla September | Paramythia 201 paramilitary/Ge
executions rman Army
1943
troops
Massacre of 13 German Army
December Kalavryta 1,200+
Kalavryta troops
1943
Colonel Di
5/42 Evzone . . .

. . 17 April Phocis, Central mitrios
Rgglmentdlssol 1944 Greece 200+ ELAS troops Psarros als
ution

0 executed.
Pyrgoi (former 20 April German Army
Katranitsa) 1944 Pyrgoi 346 troops
massacre
Executions of | 4 o0 1944 | Kaisariani 200 German Army
Kaisariani troops
Distomo 10 June Distomo 218 German SS
massacre 1944 troops
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Massacre of 21 July . . German Army
Pikermi 1944 Pikermi >4 troops
Massacre of 25 July . German SS
Mousiotitsa 1943 Mousiotitsa 153 troops
. German Army
Executions of | 17 August o !
KokKinia 1944 Kokkinia 300+ troops_/Securlty
Battalions
Holocaust of 22 August . German Army
Kedros 1944 Amari Valley 164 troops
2 Perpetrated
Zpal:/lo?igiicsre September | Chortiatis 146 frggmsan Army by Friedrich
1944 P Schubert
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were
members of
the Securit
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1944 I
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assisting
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Memorial sites

The Greek nation seeks to remember its history in various ways and the memorial sites
represent the perfect examples of that while World War II monuments that will forever stand in
time:

* The Athens Holocaust Memorial (Athens)

* Cemetery and Monument for the Victims of the Holocaust ( Athens, Nikea, Piraeus)

* Holocaust memorial outside of the archaeological site of Kerameikos, (Athens)
* Jewish Museum of Greece - Shoah Exhibit (Athens)
¢ Jewish Museum of Thessaloniki - Shoah Exhibit (Thessaloniki, Central Macedonia)

* Monument of the Victims of the Holocaust in the Jewish Martyrs square (Rhodes)

Monument to Young Jews (dedicated to the memory of young Jews who died in the
Holocaust) (area of Kato Patissia, north of downtown Athens)

* Rhodes Jewish Museum (Rhodes)

War stories

Fort Roupel (Greek: Oxupd PouneA) is a fortress at the north border of Central

Macedonia, Greece, built in 1914. It became part of the fortifications of the Metaxas Line in the

1930s and became famous for its defense during the German invasion of Greece in April

1941.The Rupel fortifications are not far from national road which leads to the Greek-Bulgarian

border. They are just a short distance from the border in the narrow Rupel Gorge, through

°
‘, Jugend- & Kulturprojekt e.V. Page 7 BRIDGING GENERATIONS


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rupel_Gorge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_invasion_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metaxas_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Macedonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Macedonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Museum_of_Rhodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Macedonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thessaloniki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Museum_of_Thessaloniki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Museum_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerameikos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piraeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dekemvriana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dekemvriana

Europe
for Citizens

SNOILVYINIO

which the Strymon River flows. This place is of strategic importance for entry to Greek

o
=

Bulgarian territory and was fortified in 1914.

The fort became famous during World War II, when the advance of the German and Bulgarian
armies was stopped in front of it. On the eve of World War II, Fort Roupel was a new line of
defense that was built to repel an invasion into Greece from Bulgaria. For three days the fort
held out against German attack and was never actually conquered but only abandoned by its
men after the surrender of the Greek army in Thessaloniki.

Operation Harling was a World War II mission by the Greek Resistance groups ELAS and

EDES in cooperation with British Special Operations Executive, which destroyed the heavily
guarded Gorgopotamos viaduct in Central Greeceon 25 November 1942. This was one of the

first major sabotage acts in Axis-occupied Europe with the involvement of the Greek Resistance
and major guerrilla actions. The great success of this operation disabled the flow of supplies
through Greece to the German forces in North Africa.

Jewish influence in Greece and devastations in World War II

Jews have been present in Greece since at least the fourth century BC. The oldest and the

most characteristic Jewish group that has inhabited Greece are the Romaniotes, also known as
"Greek Jews". Aside from the Romaniotes, a distinct Jewish population that historically lived in
communities throughout Greece and neighboring areas with large Greek populations were the
Sephardi Jews. An historical center of Sephardic life is the city of Salonica or Thessaloniki,

in Greek Macedonia, which was also called the "Mother of Israel" ®. Greek Jews played an

important role in the early development of Christianity and contributed to the education and

commerce of the Byzantine Empire and throughout the period of Ottoman Greece. However,
the Jewish community also was shattered to pieces because of the Holocaust after Greece’s
occupation by the Axis powers and in spite of Greek efforts to protect them.®M%! In the
aftermath of the Holocaust, many of the survivors emigrated to Israel or the United States.

During World War II, Greece was conquered by Nazi Germany and occupied by the Axis
powers. About 12,898 Greek Jews fought in the Greek army, Colonel Mordechai Frizis was one
of the best-known amongst them. He fought in a force unit which first successfully repelled

the Italian Army, but was later overwhelmed by German forces."*! Some 60,000-70,000 Greek
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Jews, especially in jurisdictions where there was Nazi and Bulgarian occupation or at least 81%
of the country's Jewish population, were murdered. Thousands of Jews were saved by
the Greek Orthodox Church due to a proclamation by Archbishop Damaskinos, instructing the
church to issue false baptismal certificates to all Jews who requested them."? Although the
Germans deported a great number of Greek Jews, others were successfully hidden by their
Greek neighbors.

Between 1943 and1944 an unknown number of teenage Jewish girls joined the general exodus
of the Greek Resistance to the safety of the mountains. Many of them left their extended
families, which were soon herded by Germans and Bulgarians to the gas chambers of
Auschwitz and Treblinka. Jewish girls who escaped to the mountains during the spring 1943
deportations served in a number of ways that belied their somewhat genteel urban upbringing
and high level of education. They also came from a patriarchal society that protected its
women from too much contact with the harsh realities of Balkan public life. Nevertheless, the
girls received excellent education, whether in Spanish, French, Italian, German or the national
Greek culture. Many of them were polyglot with a keen interest in the outside world which they
increasingly experienced during the inter-war period. Several examples will illuminate some of
the various roles filled by Jewish girls in the resistance movements. Several Jewish women are
particularly interesting, especially since Jews do not appear in the general literature about the
resistance or in recent studies about the women of the “andartiko” (Greek Resistance
movement). Dora Bourla (1926 in Naousa) fought in the mountains of Macedonia and was
known as “Tarzan” to her fellow fighters. Her sister Yolanda (1916 in Cairo) was trained as a
nurse and also served in the mountains. Another Jewish girl was part of a female fighting unit
of thirty women. At the end of the war in Greece a Jewish member of parliament, who had
learned that the communist leadership had decided to ship this unit to Korea as a sign of
solidarity, rescued her from the group. Dora was fortunate; all the women were killed in Korea.
[14]

After the fall of Italian fascism in 1943, the Nazis took control of the island of Corfu. Corfu's
mayor at the time, Kollas, was a known collaborator with the Germans and various anti-Semitic
laws were passed by the Nazis that formed the occupation government of the island. % In
early June 1944, while the Allies bombed Corfu as a diversion from the landing in Normandy,

the Gestapo rounded up the Jews of the city, temporarily incarcerated them at the old fort
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1] However, approximately two hundred out of a total population of 1,900 managed to flee.
7] Many among the local populace at the time provided shelter and refuge to those 200 Jews
that managed to escape the Nazis. **! Also, a prominent section of the old town is to this day
called Evraiki (EBpaikn) meaning Jewish suburb, in recognition of the Jewish contribution and
ongoing presence in Corfu city. An active Synagogue (Zuvaywyn) is an integral part of Evraiki
today with about 65 members. [*”!

On March 4, 1943, Bulgarian soldiers with a help from German soldiers took the Jews from
Komotini and Kavala off the Karageorge passenger boat, massacred them and sunk the boat.
The Bulgarians confiscated all of the Jewish properties and possessions. 18

The 275 Jews of the island of Zakynthos, however, survived the Holocaust. When the island's
mayor, Carrer, was presented with the German order to hand over a list of Jews, Metropolitan
Bishop Chrysostomos of Zakynthos returned to the Germans with a list of two names; his and
the mayor's. The island's population hid every member of the Jewish community. In 1947, a
large number of the Jews of Zakynthos made aliyah to Palestine (later Israel), while others
moved to Athens. ! When the island was almost leveled by the great earthquake of 1953,
help came first from Israel, with a message that read "The Jews of Zakynthos have never
forgotten their Mayor or their beloved Bishop and what they did for us."

In the city of Volos, which was in the Italian zone of occupation, there was a Jewish population

of 882 people, and many Thessaloniki Jews sought sanctuary there fleeing the Nazis. By March
1944, more than 1,000 Jews lived there. In September 1943, when the Nazis took over, head
rabbi Pessah worked with Archbishop Ioakim and the EAM resistance movement to find
sanctuary for the Jews in Pelion. Due to their efforts, 74% of the city's Jews were saved. Of the
more than 1,000 Jews, only 130 were deported to Auschwitz. The Jewish community remained
in Volos after the war, but a series of earthquakes in 1955-57 forced many of the remaining
Jews to leave, with most immigrating to Israel or the United States. Only 100 Jews remain in
Volos today. [**

Many Jews from Salonika were integrated into the Sonderkommandos. On October 7%, 1944,
they attacked German forces with other Greek Jews, in an uprising planned in advance,
storming the crematoria and killing about twenty guards. A bomb was thrown into the furnace

of the crematorium III, destroying the building. Before being massacred by the Germans,
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insurgents sang a song of the Greek partisan movement and the Greek National Anthem. *"!
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In his book “If this is a man”, one of the most famous works of literature of the

Holocaust, Primo Levi describes the group: "those Greeks, motionless and silent as the Sphinx,
crouched on the ground behind their thick pot of soup".? Those members of the community
still alive during 1944 made a strong impression on the author. He noted: "Despite their low
numbers their contribution to the overall appearance of the camp and the international jargon
is spoken is of prime importance". He described a strong patriotic sense among them, writing
that their ability to survive in the camps was partly explained by the fact that "they are among
the cohesive of the national groups, and from this point of view the most advanced".

Recognized for his contributions to the Greek cause early on in the war, Mordehai Frizis became
one of the most recognized Greek officers of World War II in the postwar years and a

monument stands outside the national military academy in Athens in his honor. ™3

°
‘, Jugend- & Kulturprojekt e.V. Page 11 BRIDGING GENERATIONS


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordehai_Frizis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primo_Levi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/If_this_is_a_man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn_to_Liberty

Europe
for Citizens

SNOILVYINIO

References

1. http://www.truth-out.org/speakout/item/24456-the-math-of-mass-starvation-and-murder-
germany-in-greece-during-world-war-ii Retrieved in 2015.

2. http://news247.gr/eidiseis/afieromata/ta-ereipia-ths-germanikhs-katoxhs-sthn-
ellada.1425953.html Retrieved in 2015.

3. http://www.newsbeast.gr/greece/arthro/796214/oi-megales-katastrofes-kai-to-germaniko-hreos-
stin-ellada-mesa-apo-dokoumeda Retrieved in 2015.

4. "Council for Reparations from Germany, Black Book of the Occupation(In Greek and German)
Athens 2006 p. 1018-1019" (PDF). Retrieved in 2015.

Gregory, Frumkin. Population Changes in Europe Since 1939, Geneva 1951. pp. 89-91
http://encyclopedia.1914-
1918online.net/article/commemoration_cult_of_the_fallen_south_east_europe Retrieved in 2015.

7. After the War - commemoration and celebration in Europe, Nationaal Comite 4 en 5 mei
Amsterdam, November 2014; Retrieved in 2015.

Samuel Usque, The Foundation for the Advancement of Sephardic Studies and Culture, p. 1
The Foundation for the Advancement of Sephardic Studies and Culture, p.2

10. Zakynthos: The Holocaust in Greece, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Retrieved in
2015.

11. The Foundation for the Advancement of Sephardic Studies and Culture, p. 3

12. Athens -- United States Holocaust Museum, Athens -- United States Holocaust Museum,
Retrieved in 2015.

13. http://www.greeknewsonline.com/?p=22740 Retrieved in 2015.

14. Bowman, Steven. "Greek Resistance During World War II." Jewish Women: A Comprehensive
Historical Encyclopedia. 1 March 2009. Jewish Women's Archive. (Viewed on August 30, 2016)
<http://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/greek-resistance-during-world-war-ii>.

15. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum on the Holocaust in Corfu. "[...]Jtwo hundred of the
2,000 Corfu Jews found sanctuary with Christian families[...]" Also contains information about the
Nazi collaborator mayor Kollas.

16. The documentary movie "Shoah", 1985

17. Central Jewish Council of Greece website

18. https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0005_0_04761.html Retrieved in
2015.

19. http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/Article.aspx?id=16994 Retrieved in 2015.

°
‘, Jugend- & Kulturprojekt e.V. Page 12 BRIDGING GENERATIONS



Europe
for Citizens

SNOILVYINIO

A

20. Yitschak Kerem, Forgotten heroes: Greek Jewry in the holocaust, in Mr. Mor (ed.), Crisis and
Reaction: The Hero in Jewish History, Omaha, Creighton University Press, 1995, p. 229-238.
21. Primo Levi, If this is a man, Julliard, 2007, pp. 121-122 (Chapter: Because of good and evil)

Text by Milos Jovic
Add Art NGO

Contact for further informations:

Add Art NGO

www.auth.gr/en - ‘m
Tel: +30 2310244082 T‘ ‘RY

°
‘, Jugend- & Kulturprojekt e.V. Page 13 BRIDGING GENERATIONS


http://www.auth.gr/en

S Europe
e for Citizens

BRIDGING GENERATIONS

SNOILVYINIO

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission through the EUROPE

FOR CITIZENS programme of the European Union.

This research paper reflects the views of the author of this document. The Lead partner and

the European Commission cannot be held responsible for any of the information contained in

the document.

o
:, Jugend- & Kulturprojekt e.V.

Lead partner

| 6

Jugend- & Kulturprojekt e.V.

Bautzner Str. 49
01099 Dresden
Germany

Tel.: +49 351 8104766
Fax.: +49 351 89960544
E-Mail: info@jkpev.de
www.jkpev.de
www.facebook.com/jkpev.de

Page 14

BRIDGING GENERATIONS



	The commemoration of World War II in Greece
	Author: Milos Jovic
	24.03.2016
	Even though the World War II started on 1st of September 1939, it wasn’t until October 1940 that southeastern Europe’s country of Greece was pulled into this massive dispute. That was the time when the size of the war was just so overwhelming that its devastating effects started knocking on yet another country’s doors in April 1941, when the Axis powers started the occupation of Greece. It took less than a year to occupy this country, while the Nazi Germany needed to help Fascist Italy in this exploit as Greece gave fierce resistance and initially repelled the Italian attack. By the end of May the bloody fighting in Crete ended mainland Greek independence, the territory was divided into occupation zones run by the Axis powers and the occupation of Greece was divided among Germany, Italy and Bulgaria. The Nazi Germans proceeded to administer the most important regions of the country themselves, including: Athens, Thessaloniki and the most strategic Aegean Islands. Other regions of the country were given to Germany's Axis partners, Fascist Italy and Bulgaria which had long claimed  territories in Greece.
	As the occupation lasted until early October 1944 Greece and its people suffered greatly, the nation was pushed to its knees while destruction hit practically everything: industry (80% destroyed), infrastructure (28% destroyed), forests and natural resources (25% destroyed) as well as loss of civilian life (7.02% - 11.17% of its citizens). Greece was struck by great famine as the war’s byproduct while heavy resistance also contributed to Axis retribution and wholesale slaughter of civilians in reprisal. Even when liberation of the mainland came in 1944, Greece didn’t finish its downfall due to a state of extreme political polarization, which soon led to the outbreak of civil war. 
	All in all, war, atrocities, famine, political and economic crash, all had a huge impact on Greece and its population. It is no surprise that such an important historical event left an indelible mark which Greeks never want to forget. It is for this reason that the commemoration of World War II is very important to Greeks.
	Commemoration
	Every nation’s commemoration day has a lot to do with nationalism and liberation from a foreign invader, Greece is no exception. Greeks go even a step further and celebrate not only their independence day but also the day when they said “No” to occupation. In South-East Europe military memorials and tombs of the Unknown Soldier were the most visible materialization of efforts to memorialize and interpret the war. All Balkan countries interpreted the war as part of century-long ethnic projects of liberation and national unification. Honoring the dead, however, was marked by financial limitations, logistical difficulties and political conflicts. Balkan political elites interpreted the casualties within a nationalist framework, presenting the dead as “national martyrs” who had fallen while achieving the final stage of “national unification.” Furthermore, commemorations were seen as a tool for shaping the perception of the war and reinforcing national identity and unity.[6]
	Apart from the aforementioned, a vast impact was made in literature, poetry included also transferring to cinematography and other nationalistic ways which increase morale and awareness in general regarding the World War II. The interesting fact is that this period of Greek modern history doesn’t hold as important role as it could in its education system.
	The Greeks commemorate Ohi Day (the Anniversary of the ‘No’) on October 28th. This “No” refers to the Greek political resistance to the Italians that led to Greece’s involvement in World War II. On October 28th, 1940, the Italian ambassador in Athens delivered an ultimatum from Mussolini to the Greek government: either Greece would guarantee Axis troops free passage and allow occupation of strategic locations, or it would face war. When General Metaxas refused, Italian troops invaded Greece from Albania. From as early as 1942, Greeks all over the world started commemorating Ohi Day.[7] Winston Churchill believed that Greeks were inspired by their own heroic past, to wage a fierce fight against all odds. He paid homage to the Greek resistance by claiming, “…until now we would say that the Greeks fight like heroes. From now on we will say that heroes fight like Greeks.” Every October 28th, Greeks at home and abroad honor the past by celebrating “Oxi” Day.
	Although October 28th, 1940 actually marked the beginning of Greece’s involvement in World War II, the Greeks see Ohi Day as a celebration of victory over fascism. Ohi Day is recognized in the constitution as an official public holiday. It is a combined commemoration, celebration and tribute to the armed forces. The Greeks fly the national flag and there is a military parade. They pay their respects to the victims of the war: military casualties, victims of persecution, civilians and victims in other countries. The head of state lays a wreath in their honor. The national commemoration in Athens is organized by various state institutions in cooperation with survivors’ organizations and relatives of victims. All schools students participate in the parade. [7]

	Memorial overview in Greece
	Main Public Holidays in Greece are: 25th of March (1821) Independence Day (a day off) and 28th of October (1940) Ohi Day (a day off). Other Commemoration Day is 27th of January (1945), a Holocaust Memorial Day, anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz (a working day). [7]
	Greece remembers plenty from the World War II and the trio invasion and here are some of the most significant events:
	Name
	Date
	Location
	Deaths
	Perpetrators
	Notes
	Massacre of Kondomari
	2 June 1941
	Crete
	60
	German paratroopers
	Alikianos executions
	2 June 1941 and 1 August 1941
	Western Crete
	180+
	German paratroopers
	Razing of Kandanos
	3 June 1941
	Western Crete
	180
	German Army troops
	Doxato massacre
	28–29 September 1941
	Doxato
	200+
	Bulgarian Royal Army
	Domenikon massacre
	16–17 February 1943
	Domenikon
	150
	Italian Royal Army
	Feneos executions
	March 1943-June 1944
	Feneos
	unknown
	mainly OPLA
	The local monastery functioned as a concentration camp.
	Holocaust of Viannos
	14–16 June 1943
	Viannos and Ierapetraregions
	500+
	German Army troops
	Massacre of the Acqui Division
	21 September 1943
	Kefalonia, Greece
	5,000
	German Army troops
	Dramatized in the film Captain Corelli's Mandolin.
	Kommeno massacre
	16 August 1943
	Kommeno
	317
	German Army troops
	Paramythia executions
	19–29 September 1943
	Paramythia
	201
	Cham Albanian paramilitary/German Army troops
	Massacre of Kalavryta
	13 December 1943
	Kalavryta
	1,200+
	German Army troops
	5/42 Evzone Regimentdissolution
	17 April 1944
	Phocis, Central Greece
	200+
	ELAS troops
	Colonel Dimitrios Psarros also executed.
	Pyrgoi (former Katranitsa) massacre
	20 April 1944
	Pyrgoi
	346
	German Army troops
	Executions of Kaisariani
	1 May 1944
	Kaisariani
	200
	German Army troops
	Distomo massacre
	10 June 1944
	Distomo
	218
	German SS troops
	Massacre of Pikermi
	21 July 1944
	Pikermi
	54
	German Army troops
	Massacre of Mousiotitsa
	25 July 1943
	Mousiotitsa
	153
	German SS troops
	Executions of Kokkinia
	17 August 1944
	Kokkinia
	300+
	German Army troops/Security Battalions
	Holocaust of Kedros
	22 August 1944
	Amari Valley
	164
	German Army troops
	The Massacre of Chortiatis
	2 September 1944
	Chortiatis
	146
	German Army troops
	Perpetrated by Friedrich Schubert
	Executions of Meligalas
	16 September 1944
	Meligalas
	c.1,000
	ELAS troops
	All victims were members of the Security Battalions, Greek military units assisting the Germans.
	Executions of ULEN/Peristeri
	December 1944 (Dekemvriana)
	Athens
	3,000+ (unknown exactly)
	OPLA, other minor communist groups

	Memorial sites
	The Greek nation seeks to remember its history in various ways and the memorial sites represent the perfect examples of that while World War II monuments that will forever stand in time:
	The Athens Holocaust Memorial (Athens)
	Cemetery and Monument for the Victims of the Holocaust ( Athens, Nikea, Piraeus)
	Holocaust memorial outside of the archaeological site of Kerameikos, (Athens)
	Jewish Museum of Greece - Shoah Exhibit (Athens)
	Jewish Museum of Thessaloniki - Shoah Exhibit (Thessaloniki, Central Macedonia)
	Monument of the Victims of the Holocaust in the Jewish Martyrs square (Rhodes)
	Monument to Young Jews (dedicated to the memory of young Jews who died in the Holocaust) (area of Kato Patissia, north of downtown Athens)
	Rhodes Jewish Museum (Rhodes)

	War stories
	Fort Roupel (Greek: Οχυρό Ρούπελ) is a fortress at the north border of Central Macedonia, Greece, built in 1914. It became part of the fortifications of the Metaxas Line in the 1930s and became famous for its defense during the German invasion of Greece in April 1941.The Rupel fortifications are not far from national road which leads to the Greek-Bulgarian border. They are just a short distance from the border in the narrow Rupel Gorge, through which the Strymon River flows. This place is of strategic importance for entry to Greek or Bulgarian territory and was fortified in 1914.
	The fort became famous during World War II, when the advance of the German and Bulgarian armies was stopped in front of it. On the eve of World War II, Fort Roupel was a new line of defense that was built to repel an invasion into Greece from Bulgaria. For three days the fort held out against German attack and was never actually conquered but only abandoned by its men after the surrender of the Greek army in Thessaloniki.

	Jewish influence in Greece and devastations in World War II
	Jews have been present in Greece since at least the fourth century BC. The oldest and the most characteristic Jewish group that has inhabited Greece are the Romaniotes, also known as "Greek Jews". Aside from the Romaniotes, a distinct Jewish population that historically lived in communities throughout Greece and neighboring areas with large Greek populations were the Sephardi Jews. An historical center of Sephardic life is the city of Salonica or Thessaloniki, in Greek Macedonia, which was also called the "Mother of Israel" [8]. Greek Jews played an important role in the early development of Christianity and contributed to the education and commerce of the Byzantine Empire and throughout the period of Ottoman Greece. However, the Jewish community also was shattered to pieces because of the Holocaust after Greece’s occupation by the Axis powers and in spite of Greek efforts to protect them.[9][10] In the aftermath of the Holocaust, many of the survivors emigrated to Israel or the United States.
	During World War II, Greece was conquered by Nazi Germany and occupied by the Axis powers. About 12,898 Greek Jews fought in the Greek army, Colonel Mordechai Frizis was one of the best-known amongst them. He fought in a force unit which first successfully repelled the Italian Army, but was later overwhelmed by German forces.[11][ Some 60,000-70,000 Greek Jews, especially in jurisdictions where there was Nazi and Bulgarian occupation or at least 81% of the country's Jewish population, were murdered. Thousands of Jews were saved by the Greek Orthodox Church due to a proclamation by Archbishop Damaskinos, instructing the church to issue false baptismal certificates to all Jews who requested them.[12] Although the Germans deported a great number of Greek Jews, others were successfully hidden by their Greek neighbors.
	Between 1943 and1944 an unknown number of teenage Jewish girls joined the general exodus of the Greek Resistance to the safety of the mountains. Many of them left their extended families, which were soon herded by Germans and Bulgarians to the gas chambers of Auschwitz and Treblinka. Jewish girls who escaped to the mountains during the spring 1943 deportations served in a number of ways that belied their somewhat genteel urban upbringing and high level of education. They also came from a patriarchal society that protected its women from too much contact with the harsh realities of Balkan public life. Nevertheless, the girls received excellent education, whether in Spanish, French, Italian, German or the national Greek culture. Many of them were polyglot with a keen interest in the outside world which they increasingly experienced during the inter-war period. Several examples will illuminate some of the various roles filled by Jewish girls in the resistance movements. Several Jewish women are particularly interesting, especially since Jews do not appear in the general literature about the resistance or in recent studies about the women of the “andartiko” (Greek Resistance movement). Dora Bourla (1926 in Naousa) fought in the mountains of Macedonia and was known as “Tarzan” to her fellow fighters. Her sister Yolanda (1916 in Cairo) was trained as a nurse and also served in the mountains. Another Jewish girl was part of a female fighting unit of thirty women. At the end of the war in Greece a Jewish member of parliament, who had learned that the communist leadership had decided to ship this unit to Korea as a sign of solidarity, rescued her from the group. Dora was fortunate; all the women were killed in Korea. [14] 
	After the fall of Italian fascism in 1943, the Nazis took control of the island of Corfu. Corfu's mayor at the time, Kollas, was a known collaborator with the Germans and various anti-Semitic laws were passed by the Nazis that formed the occupation government of the island. [15] In early June 1944, while the Allies bombed Corfu as a diversion from the landing in Normandy, the Gestapo rounded up the Jews of the city, temporarily incarcerated them at the old fort (Palaio Frourio) and on the 10th of June sent them to Auschwitz where very few survived. [15][16] However, approximately two hundred out of a total population of 1,900 managed to flee. [17] Many among the local populace at the time provided shelter and refuge to those 200 Jews that managed to escape the Nazis. [15] Also, a prominent section of the old town is to this day called Evraiki (Εβραική) meaning Jewish suburb, in recognition of the Jewish contribution and ongoing presence in Corfu city. An active Synagogue (Συναγωγή) is an integral part of Evraiki today with about 65 members. [17] 
	On March 4, 1943, Bulgarian soldiers with a help from German soldiers took the Jews from Komotini and Kavala off the Karageorge passenger boat, massacred them and sunk the boat. The Bulgarians confiscated all of the Jewish properties and possessions. [18] 
	The 275 Jews of the island of Zakynthos, however, survived the Holocaust. When the island's mayor, Carrer, was presented with the German order to hand over a list of Jews, Metropolitan Bishop Chrysostomos of Zakynthos returned to the Germans with a list of two names; his and the mayor's. The island's population hid every member of the Jewish community. In 1947, a large number of the Jews of Zakynthos made aliyah to Palestine (later Israel), while others moved to Athens. [19] When the island was almost leveled by the great earthquake of 1953, help came first from Israel, with a message that read "The Jews of Zakynthos have never forgotten their Mayor or their beloved Bishop and what they did for us."
	In the city of Volos, which was in the Italian zone of occupation, there was a Jewish population of 882 people, and many Thessaloniki Jews sought sanctuary there fleeing the Nazis. By March 1944, more than 1,000 Jews lived there. In September 1943, when the Nazis took over, head rabbi Pessah worked with Archbishop Ioakim and the EAM resistance movement to find sanctuary for the Jews in Pelion. Due to their efforts, 74% of the city's Jews were saved. Of the more than 1,000 Jews, only 130 were deported to Auschwitz. The Jewish community remained in Volos after the war, but a series of earthquakes in 1955-57 forced many of the remaining Jews to leave, with most immigrating to Israel or the United States. Only 100 Jews remain in Volos today. [15] 
	Many Jews from Salonika were integrated into the Sonderkommandos. On October 7th, 1944, they attacked German forces with other Greek Jews, in an uprising planned in advance, storming the crematoria and killing about twenty guards. A bomb was thrown into the furnace of the crematorium III, destroying the building. Before being massacred by the Germans, insurgents sang a song of the Greek partisan movement and the Greek National Anthem. [20] 
	In his book “If this is a man”, one of the most famous works of literature of the Holocaust, Primo Levi describes the group: "those Greeks, motionless and silent as the Sphinx, crouched on the ground behind their thick pot of soup".[21] Those members of the community still alive during 1944 made a strong impression on the author. He noted: "Despite their low numbers their contribution to the overall appearance of the camp and the international jargon is spoken is of prime importance". He described a strong patriotic sense among them, writing that their ability to survive in the camps was partly explained by the fact that "they are among the cohesive of the national groups, and from this point of view the most advanced".
	Recognized for his contributions to the Greek cause early on in the war, Mordehai Frizis became one of the most recognized Greek officers of World War II in the postwar years and a monument stands outside the national military academy in Athens in his honor. [13] 
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