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Even though the World War II started on 1° of September 1939, it wasn’t until October 1940
that southeastern Europe’s country of Greece was pulled into this massive dispute. That was
the time when the size of the war was just so overwhelming that its devastating effects started
knocking on yet another country’s doors in April 1941, when the Axis powers started the
occupation of Greece. It took less than a year to occupy this country, while the Nazi Germany
needed to help Fascist Italy in this exploit as Greece gave fierce resistance and initially repelled
the Italian attack. By the end of May the bloody fighting in Crete ended mainland Greek
independence, the territory was divided into occupation zones run by the Axis powers and the
occupation of Greece was divided among Germany, Italy and Bulgaria. The Nazi Germans
proceeded to administer the most important regions of the country themselves, including:

Athens, Thessaloniki and the most strategic Aegean Islands. Other regions of the country were

given to Germany's Axis partners, Fascist Italy and Bulgaria which had long claimed territories
in Greece.

As the occupation lasted until early October 1944 Greece and its people suffered greatly, the
nation was pushed to its knees while destruction hit practically everything: industry (80%
destroyed), infrastructure (28% destroyed), forests and natural resources (25% destroyed) as

well as loss of civilian life (7.02% - 11.17% of its citizens). Greece was struck by great famine

as the war’s byproduct while heavy resistance also contributed to Axis retribution and
wholesale slaughter of civilians in reprisal. Even when liberation of the mainland came in 1944,

Greece didn't finish its downfall due to a state of extreme political polarization, which soon led
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As far as the second largest city of Greece (Thessaloniki) it’'s not much of a surprise that it was
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to the outbreak of civil war.

an important strategic point that was crucial for many different reasons, especially for being a

crossroad in the region of Macedonia. Thessaloniki (Greek: @sooalovikn [Besalo'nici] is

the capital of Greek Macedonia, the administrative region of Central Macedonia and

the Decentralized Administration of Macedonia and Thrace.*!'? Once Thessaloniki was captured

on 9th of April by the Germans, Athens and the port of Piraeus became principal targets.

Thessaloniki and World War II

The importance of Thessaloniki to Nazi Germany can be demonstrated by the fact that,
initially, Hitler had planned to incorporate the region directly in the Third Reich™ (that is, make
it part of Germany) and not have it controlled by a puppet state such as the Hellenic State or
an ally of Germany (Thessaloniki had been promised to Yugoslavia as a reward for joining
the Axis on 25 March 1941). I Having been the first major city in Greece to fall to the
occupying forces just two days after the German invasion, it was in Thessaloniki that the
first Greek resistance group was formed (under the name «EAeuBepia», Eleftheria, "Freedom").
151 Also the first anti-Nazi newspaper in an occupied territory in Europe,® was published in the
city by the name Eleftheria. Thessaloniki was also home to a military camp which was
converted to a concentration camp, known in German as "Konzentrationslager Pavlio Mela"
(Pavlos Melas Concentration Camp),”! where members of the resistance and other non-
favorable people towards the German occupation from all over Greece!”! were held. They would
either be killed or sent to concentration camps elsewhere in Europe.U! In the year 1946

monarchy referendum, the majority of the locals voted in favor of a republic, contrary to the

rest of Greece.!®
During World War II Thessaloniki was heavily bombarded by Fascist Italy (232 people dead,

871 wounded and over 800 buildings damaged or destroyed in November 1940 alone).
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I However, after the Italian invasion failed, the Nazi forces invaded on 9" of April 19411 and
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the country remained under German occupation until 30" of October 1944 when it was
liberated by the Greek People's Liberation Army.""

The Nazis soon forced the Jewish residents of Thessaloniki into a ghetto district near the
railroads and on March 15" 1943 they began the deportation process of the city's 56,000 Jews.
(121 131 They deported over 43,000 of the city's Jews in concentration camps, [*?! where most
were Kkilled in gas chambers. The Germans also deported 11,000 Jews to forced labor camps,
where most perished. " Only 1,200 Jews live in the city today.

At dawn of 6 April 1941, German armies invaded Greece and simultaneously began thrust
across Yugoslavia on one side and Thessaloniki on the other. By the evening of April 8,

the Nazis captured Prilep, severing an important rail line between Belgrade and Thessaloniki

and isolating Yugoslavia from its allies. Despite many delays along the mountain roads, an
armored advance guard dispatched toward Thessaloniki succeeded in entering the city by the
morning of April 9. Thessaloniki was occupied after a long battle with three Greek divisions
under the command of General Bakopoulos. The surrender of the Greek Eastern Macedonia
Army Section followed, taking effect at 13:00 on 10 April. During those three days that took
the Germans to reach Thessaloniki and breach the Metaxas Line, some 60,000 Greek soldiers
were taken as prisoners. **! The British and Commonwealth forces then took over the defense

of Greece, with the bulk of the Greek Army fighting to maintain their old positions in Albania.
[16]

Jews in Thessaloniki

For more than twenty centuries, Thessaloniki was the shelter for the persecuted Jews of
Europe. Uprooted throughout their long history from other historical centers of the Diaspora,
they were transplanted in this city, creating a large and vibrant Jewish Community,
indisputably one of the most important ones in the world, especially during the period 1492-
1943.0*71 Thus April 9, 1941 dawns and brings along the German occupier. This momentous
event leads the Community, violently, to the history of the Holocaust of the Jews of
Thessaloniki — April 9, 1941 to May 8, 1945. It should be noted here that the period of German
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Occupation [more precisely of regions occupied by either the Germans, or Italians, or
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Bulgarians] is characterized by extreme hardship and famine for the whole population Jewish
and non-Jewish alike. Also the events that took place and the procedures applied for the
purpose of exterminating the Jewish Community of Thessaloniki were repeated at a later date,
with insignificant variations, for the annihilation of all other Jewish Communities in the rest of
Greece. What makes Thessaloniki stand apart is its sheer numerical strength and that it was
the first Community in Greece to experience the consequences of the implementation of the
Endlésung [Final Solution]. Events and ideas that shaped European Anti-Semitism and its
subsequent Genocidal strain in the 19th and the first half of the 20th centuries may have been
foreign to mainstream Greece, but that fact did not impede the perpetrators to proceed with
their murderous plans. (18

Upon their arrival, the Germans imprisoned many notable Jews and arrested the Chief Rabbi
Dr. Kore who was sent to and imprisoned in a Concentration Camp near Vienna. The Germans
appointed a new Communal Council headed by Sabbetai “Saby” Saltiel as President of the
Community, a man of limited abilities but boundless ambition. For a span of almost 15 months
nothing «major» happened i.e. life threatening or total hardship and complete destitution like
the one that was taking place in the Warsaw Ghetto. Certainly the Jewish Press was silenced
and Communal and private book collections were plundered and confiscated by the Einsatzstab
Reichsleiter Rosenberg Kommando [Special Assignment Detachment] along with all religious
items of great historical value, In addition, the German occupiers proceeded in outright
plundering and pilfering of all merchandize in stores of Jewish ownership and expropriated the
best houses for their use. Thus, all these actions and measures created the conditions for
poverty and misery for a large part of the Jewish population. [*&!

This period of relative «calm» and «normalcy» is shattered by an announcement of the
German Authorities, published in the newspaper «Apogevmatini» {Afternoon} edited by a
collaborator, calling all adult male Jews in the age group 18 to 45 years old to appear
(assemble) for registration at Plateia Eleftherias {Liberty Square} on Saturday, July 11, 1942
[The goal was to register the pool of available men for forced-labor work]. Nine thousand
[9000] adults gathered in the square. The Germans did not allow them to cover their heads or
drink water in the sweltering heat, made them stand for hours under the blazing and scorching

sun. This was the first major omen of worse things to come. The community paid a fee of 2
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billion drachmas for their freedom, in addition to the destruction of the old Jewish cemetery,
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located in the center of the city. 50,000 people were sent to Auschwitz, and most of their sixty
synagogues and schools were destroyed. Only 1,950 survived. Many survivors emigrated to
Israel and the United States. Today the Jewish population of Thessaloniki numbers roughly
1,000 members, and maintains two synagogues. 8!

The Foundation for the Advancement of Sephardic Studies and Culture writes "One cannot
forget the repeated initiatives of the head of the Metropolitan See of Thessaloniki, Metropolitan
Gennadios, against the deportations, and most of all, the official letter of protest signed in
Athens on March 23, 1943, by Archbishop Damaskinos, along with 27 prominent leaders of
cultural, academic and professional organizations. The document, written in a very sharp
language, refers to unbreakable bonds between Christian Orthodox and Jews, identifying them
jointly as Greeks, without differentiation. It is noteworthy that such a document is unique in

the whole of occupied Europe, in character, content and purpose".

General and Jewish population of Thessaloniki

Year Total population Jewish population Jewish percentage
1842 70,000 36,000 51%
1870 90,000 50,000 56%
1882/84 85,000 48,000 56%
1902 126,000 62,000 49%
1913 157,889 61,439 39%
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1943 53,000
2000 363,987 1,400 0.3%
Atrocities

Jew extinction in Thessaloniki - Nazi authorities dispatched two specialists in the field, Alois

Brunner and Dieter Wisliceny, who arrived on February 6, 1943."*°1 They immediately applied

the Nuremberg laws in all their rigor, imposing the display of the yellow badge and drastically

restricting the Jews' freedom of movement.™® Toward the end of February 1943, they were
rounded up in three ghettos (Districts of Kalamaria, Singrou and Vardar / Agia Paraskevi) and
then transferred to a transit camp, called the Baron Hirsch ghetto or camp, which was adjacent
to a train station. There, the death trains were waiting. To accomplish their mission, the SS
relied on a Jewish police created for the occasion, led by Vital Hasson, which was the source of
numerous abuses against the rest of the Jews. [*°]

The first convoy departed on March 15. Each train carried 1000-4000 Jews across the whole
of central Europe, mainly to Auschwitz. A convoy also left for Treblinka, and it is possible that
deportation to Sobibor took place, since Salonican Jews were liberated from that camp. The
Jewish population of Salonika was so large that the deportation took several months until it
was completed. Final deportations took place on August 7% with Chief Rabbi Tzvi Koretz and

other notables on the way to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, under relatively good

conditions. Traveling with the same convoy 367 Jews protected by their Spanish nationality,
had a unique destiny: they were transferred from Bergen-Belsen to Barcelona, and
then Morocco, and some finally reached the British Mandate of Palestine. 2?1 2]

At Birkenau, about 37,000 Salonicans were gassed immediately, especially women, children
and the elderly.®® Nearly a quarter of all 400 experiments perpetrated on the Jews were on
Greek Jews, especially those from Salonika. These experiments included emasculation and

implantation of cervical cancer in women. Most of the twins died following atrocious crimes. !
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Others from the community last worked in the camps. In the years 1943-1944, they
accounted for a significant proportion of the workforce of Birkenau, making up to 11,000 of the
laborers. Because of their unfamiliarity with Yiddish, Jews from Greece were sent to clean up
the rubble of the Warsaw Ghetto in August 1943 in order to build a camp. Among the 1,000

Salonican Jews employed on the task, a group of twenty managed to escape from the ghetto

and join the Polish resistance, the Armia Krajowa, which organized the Warsaw Uprising. %

Many Jews from Salonika were also integrated into the Sonderkommandos. On October 7
1944, they attacked German forces along with other Greek Jews, in an uprising planned in
advance. They stormed in the crematoria and killed about twenty guards. A bomb was thrown
into the furnace of the crematorium III, destroying the building. Before being massacred by
the Germans, insurgents sang a song of the Greek partisan movement and the Greek National

Anthem. 29

In his book “If this is a man”, one of the most famous works of literature of the

Holocaust, Primo Levi describes the group thus: "those Greeks, motionless and silent as the
Sphinx, crouched on the ground behind their thick pot of soup".?® Those members of the
community still alive during 1944 made a strong impression on the author. He noted: "Despite
their low numbers their contribution to the overall appearance of the camp and the
international jargon is spoken is of prime importance". He described a strong patriotic sense
among them, writing that their ability to survive in the camps was partly explained by the fact
that "they are among the cohesive of the national groups, and from this point of view the most
advanced".

The Massacre of Kalavryta (Greek: Spayn Twv KaAaBputwv) close to Thessaloniki, or

the Holocaust of Kalavryta (OAokautwpa Twv KaAaBpUtwyv), refers to the extermination of the
male population and the total destruction of the town of Kalavryta, in Greece, by German
occupying forces duringWorld War II, on 13 December 1943. It is the most serious case of war

crimes committed during the Axis occupation of Greece during World War II.

In early December 1943, the German Army's 117th Jager Division began a mission

named Unternehmen  Kalavryta (Operation  Kalavryta), intending to encircle Greek

Resistance fighters in the mountainous area surrounding Kalavryta. During the operation, 78

German soldiers, who had been taken prisoner by the guerrillas in October, were executed by

their captors. In response, the commander of the German division, General Karl von Le
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Suire personally ordered the "severest measures" — the killing of the male population of

Kalavryta — on 10 December 1943.

Operation Kalavryta was mounted from Patras and Aigion on the Gulf of Corinth and from

near Tripolis in central Peloponnese. All "Battle-Groups" were aimed at Kalavryta. Wehrmacht
troops burnt villages and monasteries and shot civilians on their way. When they reached the
town they locked all women and children in the local school, set it afire from outside, and
marched all males 12 and older to a hill just overlooking the town. There, the German troops
machine-gunned them. There were only 13 male survivors. More than 500 died at Kalavryta.
Survivors stated that when the Germans machine-gunned the crowd, they had been covered
by the dead when they fell. The women and children managed to free themselves from the
flaming school while the rest of the town was set ablaze. The following day the Nazi troops
burned down the Agia Lavra monastery, a landmark of the Greek War of Independence.

In total, nearly 700 civilians were killed during the reprisals of Operation Kalavryta. Twenty-
eight communities—towns, villages, monasteries and settlements—were destroyed. In
Kalavryta itself about 1,000 houses were looted and burned, and more than 2,000 livestock
seized by the Germans. The massacre was memorialized in the 2014 book, Hitler's Orphan:
Demetri of Kalavrta by Marc Zirogiannis. This historical novella tells the story of the massacre

from the perspective of the Zirogiannis family. 24
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	Even though the World War II started on 1st of September 1939, it wasn’t until October 1940 that southeastern Europe’s country of Greece was pulled into this massive dispute. That was the time when the size of the war was just so overwhelming that its devastating effects started knocking on yet another country’s doors in April 1941, when the Axis powers started the occupation of Greece. It took less than a year to occupy this country, while the Nazi Germany needed to help Fascist Italy in this exploit as Greece gave fierce resistance and initially repelled the Italian attack. By the end of May the bloody fighting in Crete ended mainland Greek independence, the territory was divided into occupation zones run by the Axis powers and the occupation of Greece was divided among Germany, Italy and Bulgaria. The Nazi Germans proceeded to administer the most important regions of the country themselves, including: Athens, Thessaloniki and the most strategic Aegean Islands. Other regions of the country were given to Germany's Axis partners, Fascist Italy and Bulgaria which had long claimed  territories in Greece.
	As the occupation lasted until early October 1944 Greece and its people suffered greatly, the nation was pushed to its knees while destruction hit practically everything: industry (80% destroyed), infrastructure (28% destroyed), forests and natural resources (25% destroyed) as well as loss of civilian life (7.02% - 11.17% of its citizens). Greece was struck by great famine as the war’s byproduct while heavy resistance also contributed to Axis retribution and wholesale slaughter of civilians in reprisal. Even when liberation of the mainland came in 1944, Greece didn’t finish its downfall due to a state of extreme political polarization, which soon led to the outbreak of civil war. 
	As far as the second largest city of Greece (Thessaloniki) it’s not much of a surprise that it was an important strategic point that was crucial for many different reasons, especially for being a crossroad in the region of Macedonia. Thessaloniki (Greek: Θεσσαλονίκη [θesaloˈnici] is the capital of Greek Macedonia, the administrative region of Central Macedonia and the Decentralized Administration of Macedonia and Thrace.[1][2] Once Thessaloniki was captured on 9th of April by the Germans, Athens and the port of Piraeus became principal targets.
	Thessaloniki and World War II
	The importance of Thessaloniki to Nazi Germany can be demonstrated by the fact that, initially, Hitler had planned to incorporate the region directly in the Third Reich[3] (that is, make it part of Germany) and not have it controlled by a puppet state such as the Hellenic State or an ally of Germany (Thessaloniki had been promised to Yugoslavia as a reward for joining the Axis on 25 March 1941). [4] Having been the first major city in Greece to fall to the occupying forces just two days after the German invasion, it was in Thessaloniki that the first Greek resistance group was formed (under the name «Ελευθερία», Eleftheria, "Freedom").[5] Also the first anti-Nazi newspaper in an occupied territory in Europe,[6] was published in the city by the name Eleftheria. Thessaloniki was also home to a military camp which was converted to a concentration camp, known in German as "Konzentrationslager Pavlo Mela" (Pavlos Melas Concentration Camp),[7] where members of the resistance and other non-favorable people towards the German occupation from all over Greece[7] were held. They would either be killed or sent to concentration camps elsewhere in Europe.[7] In the year 1946 monarchy referendum, the majority of the locals voted in favor of a republic, contrary to the rest of Greece.[8]
	During World War II Thessaloniki was heavily bombarded by Fascist Italy (232 people dead, 871 wounded and over 800 buildings damaged or destroyed in November 1940 alone).[9] However, after the Italian invasion failed, the Nazi forces invaded on 9th of April 1941[10] and the country remained under German occupation until 30th of October 1944 when it was liberated by the Greek People's Liberation Army.[11]
	The Nazis soon forced the Jewish residents of Thessaloniki into a ghetto district near the railroads and on March 15th 1943 they began the deportation process of the city's 56,000 Jews.[12] [13] They deported over 43,000 of the city's Jews in concentration camps, [12] where most were killed in gas chambers. The Germans also deported 11,000 Jews to forced labor camps, where most perished. [14] Only 1,200 Jews live in the city today.
	At dawn of 6 April 1941, German armies invaded Greece and simultaneously began thrust across Yugoslavia on one side and Thessaloniki on the other. By the evening of April 8, the Nazis captured Prilep, severing an important rail line between Belgrade and Thessaloniki and isolating Yugoslavia from its allies. Despite many delays along the mountain roads, an armored advance guard dispatched toward Thessaloniki succeeded in entering the city by the morning of April 9. Thessaloniki was occupied after a long battle with three Greek divisions under the command of General Bakopoulos. The surrender of the Greek Eastern Macedonia Army Section followed, taking effect at 13:00 on 10 April. During those three days that took the Germans to reach Thessaloniki and breach the Metaxas Line, some 60,000 Greek soldiers were taken as prisoners. [15] The British and Commonwealth forces then took over the defense of Greece, with the bulk of the Greek Army fighting to maintain their old positions in Albania. [16] 

	Jews in Thessaloniki
	For more than twenty centuries, Thessaloniki was the shelter for the persecuted Jews of Europe.  Uprooted throughout their long history from other historical centers of the Diaspora, they were transplanted in this city, creating a large and vibrant Jewish Community, indisputably one of the most important ones in the world, especially during the period 1492-1943.[17] Thus April 9, 1941 dawns and brings along the German occupier. This momentous event leads the Community, violently, to the history of the Holocaust of the Jews of Thessaloniki – April 9, 1941 to May 8, 1945. It should be noted here that the period of German Occupation [more precisely of regions occupied by either the Germans, or Italians, or Bulgarians] is characterized by extreme hardship and famine for the whole population Jewish and non-Jewish alike. Also the events that took place and the procedures applied for the purpose of exterminating the Jewish Community of Thessaloniki were repeated at a later date, with insignificant variations, for the annihilation of all other Jewish Communities in the rest of Greece. What makes Thessaloniki stand apart is its sheer numerical strength and that it was the first Community in Greece to experience the consequences of the implementation of the Endlösung [Final Solution]. Events and ideas that shaped European Anti-Semitism and its subsequent Genocidal strain in the 19th and the first half of the 20th centuries may have been foreign to mainstream Greece, but that fact did not impede the perpetrators to proceed with their murderous plans. [18]
	Upon their arrival, the Germans imprisoned many notable Jews and arrested the Chief Rabbi Dr. Kore who was sent to and imprisoned in a Concentration Camp near Vienna. The Germans appointed a new Communal Council headed by Sabbetai “Saby” Saltiel as President of the Community, a man of limited abilities but boundless ambition. For a span of almost 15 months nothing «major» happened i.e. life threatening or total hardship and complete destitution like the one that was taking place in the Warsaw Ghetto. Certainly the Jewish Press was silenced and Communal and private book collections were plundered and confiscated by the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg Kommando [Special Assignment Detachment] along with all religious items of great historical value, In addition, the German occupiers proceeded in outright plundering and pilfering of all merchandize in stores of Jewish ownership and expropriated the best houses for their use. Thus, all these actions and measures created the conditions for poverty and misery for a large part of the Jewish population. [18]
	This period of relative «calm» and «normalcy» is shattered by an announcement of the German Authorities, published in the newspaper «Apogevmatini» {Afternoon} edited by a collaborator, calling all adult male Jews in the age group 18 to 45 years old to appear (assemble) for registration at Plateia Eleftherias {Liberty Square} on Saturday, July 11, 1942 [The goal was to register the pool of available men for forced–labor work]. Nine thousand [9000] adults gathered in the square. The Germans did not allow them to cover their heads or drink water in the sweltering heat, made them stand for hours under the blazing and scorching sun. This was the first major omen of worse things to come. The community paid a fee of 2 billion drachmas for their freedom, in addition to the destruction of the old Jewish cemetery, located in the center of the city. 50,000 people were sent to Auschwitz, and most of their sixty synagogues and schools were destroyed. Only 1,950 survived. Many survivors emigrated to Israel and the United States. Today the Jewish population of Thessaloniki numbers roughly 1,000 members, and maintains two synagogues. [18]
	The Foundation for the Advancement of Sephardic Studies and Culture writes "One cannot forget the repeated initiatives of the head of the Metropolitan See of Thessaloniki, Metropolitan Gennadios, against the deportations, and most of all, the official letter of protest signed in Athens on March 23, 1943, by Archbishop Damaskinos, along with 27 prominent leaders of cultural, academic and professional organizations. The document, written in a very sharp language, refers to unbreakable bonds between Christian Orthodox and Jews, identifying them jointly as Greeks, without differentiation. It is noteworthy that such a document is unique in the whole of occupied Europe, in character, content and purpose".
	General and Jewish population of Thessaloniki
	Year
	Total population
	Jewish population
	Jewish percentage
	1842
	70,000
	36,000
	51%
	1870
	90,000
	50,000
	56%
	1882/84
	85,000
	48,000
	56%
	1902
	126,000
	62,000
	49%
	1913
	157,889
	61,439
	39%
	1943
	53,000
	2000
	363,987
	1,400
	0.3%

	Atrocities
	Jew extinction in Thessaloniki - Nazi authorities dispatched two specialists in the field, Alois Brunner and Dieter Wisliceny, who arrived on February 6, 1943.[19] They immediately applied the Nuremberg laws in all their rigor, imposing the display of the yellow badge and drastically restricting the Jews' freedom of movement.[19] Toward the end of February 1943, they were rounded up in three ghettos (Districts of Kalamaria, Singrou and Vardar / Agia Paraskevi) and then transferred to a transit camp, called the Baron Hirsch ghetto or camp, which was adjacent to a train station. There, the death trains were waiting. To accomplish their mission, the SS relied on a Jewish police created for the occasion, led by Vital Hasson, which was the source of numerous abuses against the rest of the Jews. [19]
	The first convoy departed on March 15. Each train carried 1000–4000 Jews across the whole of central Europe, mainly to Auschwitz. A convoy also left for Treblinka, and it is possible that deportation to Sobibor took place, since Salonican Jews were liberated from that camp. The Jewish population of Salonika was so large that the deportation took several months until it was completed. Final deportations took place on August 7[20] with Chief Rabbi Tzvi Koretz and other notables on the way to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, under relatively good conditions. Traveling with the same convoy 367 Jews protected by their Spanish nationality, had a unique destiny: they were transferred from Bergen-Belsen to Barcelona, and then Morocco, and some finally reached the British Mandate of Palestine. [20] [21]
	At Birkenau, about 37,000 Salonicans were gassed immediately, especially women, children and the elderly.[20] Nearly a quarter of all 400 experiments perpetrated on the Jews were on Greek Jews, especially those from Salonika. These experiments included emasculation and implantation of cervical cancer in women. Most of the twins died following atrocious crimes.[20] Others from the community last worked in the camps. In the years 1943–1944, they accounted for a significant proportion of the workforce of Birkenau, making up to 11,000 of the laborers. Because of their unfamiliarity with Yiddish, Jews from Greece were sent to clean up the rubble of the Warsaw Ghetto in August 1943 in order to build a camp. Among the 1,000 Salonican Jews employed on the task, a group of twenty managed to escape from the ghetto and join the Polish resistance, the Armia Krajowa, which organized the Warsaw Uprising. [20]
	Many Jews from Salonika were also integrated into the Sonderkommandos. On October 7 1944, they attacked German forces along with other Greek Jews, in an uprising planned in advance. They stormed in the crematoria and killed about twenty guards. A bomb was thrown into the furnace of the crematorium III, destroying the building. Before being massacred by the Germans, insurgents sang a song of the Greek partisan movement and the Greek National Anthem. [21]
	In his book “If this is a man”, one of the most famous works of literature of the Holocaust, Primo Levi describes the group thus: "those Greeks, motionless and silent as the Sphinx, crouched on the ground behind their thick pot of soup".[23] Those members of the community still alive during 1944 made a strong impression on the author. He noted: "Despite their low numbers their contribution to the overall appearance of the camp and the international jargon is spoken is of prime importance". He described a strong patriotic sense among them, writing that their ability to survive in the camps was partly explained by the fact that "they are among the cohesive of the national groups, and from this point of view the most advanced".
	The Massacre of Kalavryta (Greek: Σφαγή των Καλαβρύτων) close to Thessaloniki, or the Holocaust of Kalavryta (Ολοκαύτωμα των Καλαβρύτων), refers to the extermination of the male population and the total destruction of the town of Kalavryta, in Greece, by German occupying forces duringWorld War II, on 13 December 1943. It is the most serious case of war crimes committed during the Axis occupation of Greece during World War II.
	In early December 1943, the German Army's 117th Jäger Division began a mission named Unternehmen Kalavryta (Operation Kalavryta), intending to encircle Greek Resistance fighters in the mountainous area surrounding Kalavryta. During the operation, 78 German soldiers, who had been taken prisoner by the guerrillas in October, were executed by their captors. In response, the commander of the German division, General Karl von Le Suire personally ordered the "severest measures" — the killing of the male population of Kalavryta — on 10 December 1943.
	Operation Kalavryta was mounted from Patras and Aigion on the Gulf of Corinth and from near Tripolis in central Peloponnese. All "Battle-Groups" were aimed at Kalavryta. Wehrmacht troops burnt villages and monasteries and shot civilians on their way. When they reached the town they locked all women and children in the local school, set it afire from outside, and marched all males 12 and older to a hill just overlooking the town. There, the German troops machine-gunned them. There were only 13 male survivors. More than 500 died at Kalavryta. Survivors stated that when the Germans machine-gunned the crowd, they had been covered by the dead when they fell. The women and children managed to free themselves from the flaming school while the rest of the town was set ablaze. The following day the Nazi troops burned down the Agia Lavra monastery, a landmark of the Greek War of Independence.
	In total, nearly 700 civilians were killed during the reprisals of Operation Kalavryta. Twenty-eight communities—towns, villages, monasteries and settlements—were destroyed. In Kalavryta itself about 1,000 houses were looted and burned, and more than 2,000 livestock seized by the Germans. The massacre was memorialized in the 2014 book, Hitler's Orphan: Demetri of Kalavrta by Marc Zirogiannis. This historical novella tells the story of the massacre from the perspective of the Zirogiannis family. [24]
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